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SOUTH CREAKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of South Creake Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on Wednesday 

16th September, 2020, at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Councillors, S Freakley (Chair), P Abbey, T Allen, R Chantree, P Collins, L Goodall, B Sexton and 

the Clerk, Sarah Harvey. 

 

1. The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting.   

 

2. Apologies 

It was agreed to accept apologies from Councillor B Rosen (work). 

 

3. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items 

Councillor R Chantree declared a disclosable pecuniary interest for Agenda Item 12a, Planning. 

 

4. Parishioner’s Participation 

There were no parishioners present. 

 

Councillor S Freakley advised that an informal meeting had been held with the new owners of The Ostrich 

PH to discuss to discuss their plans going forward.  It was noted that the new owners of The Ostrich PH 

wished to arrange a meeting for parishioners to attend.  The Memorial Pavilion trustees were to be 

contacted in order to arrange use of the premises for the meeting. 

 

5. Minutes 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6th July, 2020, be 

approved and signed by the Chairman.   

 

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes for Information Only 

The Clerk reported that Alexandra Copeman (Locality Designer, Highways) had advised that delivery of 

the gateways was still being awaited.  It was noted that Glasdon UK Ltd who were to supply the gateways, 

had a delay in production following the Covid shutdown. 

The Clerk advised that a bursary of £200 had been received by the SLCC to put towards the total fee of 

her CILCA qualification.  It was noted that the total fee was £354 and that a third of the cost would be 

paid by South Creake Parish Council of £118. 

The Clerk advised that she had received a copy of the original deeds to the Playing Field on CD-ROM 

from the Norfolk Records Office and that further advice would be sought from Hayley Wright Ltd. 

It was noted that the Planning Enforcement Officer (BCKLWN) had confirmed that a site visit had been 

paid to the property along Avondale Road and it had been established that the siting of a timber shed and a 

smaller timber structure, along with patio slabs/building materials had been sited within the agricultural 

field.  Therefore, it had been requested that all non-agricultural items/development were removed and the 

land was restored to its former condition. It was also noted that the sign/advert located near the access was 

not considered to have deemed consent as it exceeded the maximum 0.3sqm in area and would therefore 

need to be reduced or removed.   The Planning Enforcement Officer had confirmed that the owner had 

made contact and advised that they would carry out the necessary works. 

 

7. Open Spaces 

a. Football Club – the Clerk advised that the Secretary of the Football Club had confirmed that he would 

attend the meeting and that no apologies for absence had been received.  It was agreed to carry this 

forward to the October agenda. 

b. Reopening of the Play Area/Outdoor Gym – the Clerk made available advice received from the 

Parish Council insurance company regarding reopening of the Play Area and Outdoor Gym.  The 

insurers advised that if the Parish Council were minded to leave the play area and outdoor gym closed 
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that would be their prerogative. Whilst the policy did not stipulate how frequently the equipment/areas 

should be checked they recommended that this was carried out weekly if possible, with signage kept in 

place advising that the facilities were not in use until further notice. 

They advised that many Parish Councils had now reopened their facilities by adopting a pragmatic 

approach to the Government guidance and had followed advice from organisations such as the RPII 

and the API.  

It was noted that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) had published advice in regards 

to opening various facilities including play areas which would help Councils in this situation, in 

addition to their expectations on users (and/or their parents) of the facilities. This included templates 

for reopening checklists and risk assessments. 

It was noted that the Parish Council’s insurance policy required reasonable steps to be taken to prevent 

or protect against injury, illness, loss or damage arising. Provided such steps were in place, which were 

evidenced by having written safety checks, a new risk assessment and signage, and subject to all other 

policy terms and conditions being met, the policy would respond should a claim arise and the Council 

is found legally liable. 

It was agreed that a risk assessment should be produced for review at the October meeting as well as 

examples of additional signage that would need to be provided.  Until then, it was resolved that the 

Play Area should remain closed for people’s safety. 

c. Duck Population Information – Councillor S Freakley advised that she had produced a draft version 

of a flyer that would be emailed to all Councillors for their comments.  This would, in the first instance 

be posted to all those properties around the Village Green.   

It was also noted that an information board would be sited by the River Burn on the Village Green, to 

explain all aspects of wildlife within the River Burn.  This was to be funded by the Norfolk Rivers 

Trust. 

d. Aircraft Noise – in the absence of Councillor B Rosen, Councillor L Goodall explained that she 

understood that James Wild MP was attempting to book the Memorial Pavilion in order to schedule a 

meeting. 

 

8. Correspondence 

The following correspondence had been received and the contents noted. 

a. Email from Parishioner, Planning Concerns, Back Street – it was noted that a resident of Back 

Street had raised concerns regarding the potential change of use to agricultural land with Planning 

Enforcement (BCKLWN).  It was noted that Planning Enforcement had confirmed that in order to 

change use of the land from agricultural to a vegetable garden/garden planning permission would be 

required.   

b. Borough Councillor J Moriarty, Planning Sifting – it was noted that a letter of thanks had been 

received to thank the Parish Council for contributing to the consultation on the Sifting process as 

currently practised at the Borough Council. It was noted that over thirty responses had been received 

with all but one questioning issues with the way the Sifting panel operated. During the debate the 

Chair of the panel stated very clearly that if Parish Council’s had material planning issues and their 

views were at variance with those of the appropriate planning officer (be it for, or against an 

application) then the application in question was guaranteed to go to the full Planning Committee. 

c. Norfolk County Council, Parish Partnership Scheme 2021/22 - it was agreed to carry this forward 

to the October meeting. 

d. Correspondence received since 3rd September, 2020; 

- Email from Parishioner, Speed Limit Concerns - it was noted that a email had been received 

regarding a reduction to the speed limit at the northern end of the village from 40mph to 30mph. 

The parishioner noted that 30mph would be in keeping with local speed restrictions and that a 

30mph limit would be a lot safer as there was no footpath from the Old School towards North 

Creake.  The junction with Syderstone Road was on a bend and two serious accidents had been 

partly caused by drivers not being able to see around the bend.  The parishioners understood that 

the legal costs for the speed limit change could be around £10k, but they believed a grant could be 

available and that they would be prepared to arrange fund raising events to help with this cost.  It 

was agreed a further approach would be made to both County Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh 
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and Sally Bettinson (Highways Engineer).  It was also suggested that an enquiry could be made 

with the Norfolk Community Foundation in order to ascertain whether the Jack’s Lane Community 

Benefit Fund would consider an application to assist with costs for a Traffic Regulation Order. 

- Local Government Boundary Commission, Norfolk County Council Division Boundaries 

Consultation – it was noted that draft recommendations had been published for new divisions, 

division boundaries, and division names for Norfolk County Council. Comments were being 

invited on the recommendations, with a closing date of 23 November 2020. 

 

9. Highway Matters 

a. Councillor L Goodall advised that a chevroned ‘bend warning’ sign required attention, adjacent to 3 

Cranmer Cottages. 

b. Stopping Up of Highway (S116 Highway Act 19800 at South Creake Business Park – it was 

considered and agreed that the consent form provided by Hansells Solicitors on behalf of their client 

Creake Business Park Ltd be signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk/RFO. 

 

10. Footway Lighting 

a. There were no issues reported. 

 

11. Finance 

a. Accounts for payment under the Late Payments Interest Act 1998: there were none declared.  

b. Accounts for payment:  It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid. 

• 101712 – BMACCS, Donation - £100.00 

• 101713 – TTSR Ltd, Grounds Maintenance - £1,090.60 

• 101714 – Cozens (UK) Ltd, Cozens (UK) Ltd, Street Lighting Maintenance (Jun/Jul/Aug) - £36.00 

• 101715 – Westcotec Ltd, SAM2 Replacement Battery - £105.00 

• 101716 – North Creake Parish Council, CILCA Training & Registration Fee - £118.00 

• Standing Order – Clerk’s Salary & Travel (July) - £214.76 

• Standing Order – Clerk’s Salary & Travel (August) - £214.76 

c. To note the finance received during June and July. 

• Barclays, Business Premium Account Interest - £0.17  

• Allotment Deposit & Rent (New Tenants) - £55.00 

d. Financial Statement:  The financial statements for June and July 2020, were considered, approved and 

signed by the Chairman. 

e. Grounds Maintenance Schedule Review for 2021 – the Clerk noted that TTSR Ltd had been advised 

during July/August to not continue to cut the riverbanks along Burnham Road adjacent to the allotment 

field, following advice from the Norfolk Rivers Trust.  It was thought this would encourage the 

population of water voles.  TTSR Ltd had agreed that this revision would be reflected in the contract as 

£30 per invoice. 

Councillor B Sexton suggested, and it was agreed that TTSR Ltd should continue to cut around the 

bridge at the Back Street junction with Burnham Road, as the area contained a lot of brambles. 

f. Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2020/21 – it was noted that on 24th August, the National 

Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) announced that an agreement was 

reached between the National Employers and the NJC Trade Union Side on the new pay scales for 

2020-21 to be implemented from 1 April 2020.  The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

had now published a new employment briefing on the national salary pay scales for clerks and other 

employees employed under the terms of the model contract. Increases should be backdated to April 

2020.  It was noted that the Clerk’s hourly rate would rise from £12.39 to £12.69 per hour.  It was 

agreed that the current standing order for the Clerk’s salary should be amended to reflect this.  

 

12. Planning Matters 

a. It was resolved that the following planning applications be recommended for; 

20/01292/LB - APPROVAL 
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Listed Building Consent:  Reception extension to rear, conversion of stores/dining hall to 

accommodation, addition of first floor restaurant/seating area, reconfiguration of kitchen/bar and 

reconfiguration of first floor accommodation, addition of windows and/or rooflights, various internal 

and external alterations including landscaping and seating areas  at  The Ostrich Inn, 1 Fakenham 

Road. 

20/01291/F - APPROVAL 

Reception extension to rear, conversion of stores/dining hall to accommodation, addition of first floor 

restaurant/seating area, reconfiguration of kitchen/bar and reconfiguration of first floor 

accommodation, addition of windows and/or rooflights, various internal and external alterations 

including landscaping and seating areas  at  The Ostrich Inn, 1 Fakenham Road. 

 

Councillor R Chantree left the meeting. 

 

20/01339/F - APPROVAL 

Change of use from garage to holiday let at Dalton House Southgate. 

 

Councillor R Chantree returned to the meeting. 

 

13. Allotment Matters 

a. Councillor S Freakley advised that two of the new tenants at the Back Street allotments had done 

nothing to their allotments.  Councillor S Freakley reported that as a consequence she had emailed 

both tenants to ascertain whether the allotments were to be used.  It was agreed to check the tenancy 

conditions to establish the correct procedure surrounding unused allotments. 

Planting of fruit trees on vacant allotment land, Back Street – it was agreed to carry this forward 

until the October meeting. 

Allotment Signage – the Clerk advised that she had three ‘No Dogs’ signs for the allotments, that 

were free of charge.  Councillor P Collins agreed to place two on the Leicester Road site and one on 

the Back Street site. 

b. Matters for information only – Councillor P Collins advised that he would cut the allotment 

pathways within the next 7-10 days.  Councillor P Collins also advised that he would replace the gate 

to the Leicester Road allotments via Back Lane and that one of the ‘No Dogs’ signs would be placed 

on the gate. 

 

14. Parishioner’s Participation   

There were no parishioners present. 

 

Councillor P Abbey enquired about the property painted yellow along Burnham Road.  The Clerk advised 

that she had made an enquiry with Planning Enforcement (BCKLWN) and they had stated that ‘as the 

property was not a Listed Building or located in an Article 4 Area where permitted development in 

relation to painting has been removed the work appeared to constitute permitted development as provided 

by Part 2, Class C of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 

2015.’ 

 

15. It was noted that the next Parish Council Meeting would be held on Monday 5th October, 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

With no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.54 pm. 

 

 

 

 

......................................................... Chairman 

5th October, 2020 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL 


